The first part of this contribution describes the various aspects of a community project conducted in a fishing village. The second part deals with a study on the concept of health and environment of elementary students aged 9-11 and 12-14 in this village, and the implications such a study may have on teaching.
The Several Dimensions of a Community Project
The project described here took place over a 5-year period in a Philippine fishing village of 272 families, 85% of whom depended on fishing for their livelihood. It has only one elementary school and no high school.
The major objectives of the project were (a) linking school and community life by raising the level of scientific consciousness of the community and enriching the learning in school, family and community through meaningful activities; (b) general improvement of the quality of life of the people; (c) improving livelihoods; (d) community development. The project elements were:
1. A survey of the village, focusing on: occupations of the villagers; their beliefs and practices related to health, nutrition and occupations; community resources related to health, nutrition, sanitation, leisuretime activities, cultural and educational facilities; natural resources; skills and areas of competence the villagers wished to acquire in order to improve the quality of their life.
2. Analyses and planning based on the needs identified in the survey. The strategies included matching needs to resources available.
